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Message From The President:
How about that month of May? Cool weather, a wish for summer to arrive and yet fearful of the
heat and smoke of last years summer! Let us all believe that this summer is going to be
magnificent and enjoyed by all!
As I approach the halfway mark of my term as president of Branch 62, I look back at what our
Branch 62 have been able to accomplish to date;
- Further improve our finances and improve upon what our previous president was able to do for
the branch
- kitchen brought up to Interior Health standards with a thorough cleaning, new sink, new
commercial dishwasher and new stove
- the lounge rotary glass washer replaced
- parking lot repaired
- two new part time employees
- more branch members volunteering to be involved in our branch operations and events
- donations of over $20,000 to various causes in our community
Without the involvement, volunteerism and the caring of you, the members of our branch, none
of this would have been possible! I thank you for what you do! It is in the cause of our support of
each other, our veterans and our community.
I am proud of you !
Harley Belt, President Branch 62

Membership:
- Make sure you have renewed your membership for 2022! Online renewals can be done through
Legion.ca easily and securely with less wait time for your renewal sticker. New memberships are
also easy and quicker to receive your membership number when done online. It has been noticed
that Dominion is now mailing new membership cards directly to our new members. Nice and
about time!
- Please ask at the Branch if you would like help with either renewal or new membership
application online! We would be very pleased to help you out!
- If you have lost your membership card and would like a replacement, see Holly or our
president, Harley, to help you order a new one.
- Remember, you too are responsible for letting people know why and how they can join the
Legion, the one loud voice for our veterans across Canada! We need new memberships now
more than ever to take up the cause of never forgetting and supporting our veterans.

History Notes:
Canada Remembers – D-Day and the Battle of Normandy
Canadians took part in many hard struggles to help the Allies to victory during the Second
World War. D-Day and the Battle of Normandy was one of the best-known chapters of the
entire conflict and our service members would play an important role in this pivotal campaign.
Setting the scene
Landing craft in the English Channel
This publication is available upon request in alternate formats.
Germany invaded much of Western Europe in the spring of 1940, during the opening months
of the Second World War. A narrow stretch of sea, the English Channel, was all that separated
the surging enemy forces from Great Britain, but the island nation held firm. The conquered
countries on the continent would suffer greatly under a harsh occupation in the years that
followed. An Allied raid on the French coast at Dieppe in August 1942 would result in heavy
losses, especially for Canadian troops, but the Allies would slowly turn the tide against the
powerful enemy war machine in North Africa, Italy, on the Eastern Front, in the skies over
Europe and on the Atlantic Ocean. To win the war, however, Germany would have to be
defeated on the ground in Western Europe and 1944 would be the year the Allies would finally
return and powerfully strike back.
The target for the Allied landing forces would be the beaches of Normandy in France. Planning
and preparation for this immense undertaking, codenamed Operation Overlord, began more
than a year earlier. Land, sea and air forces trained extensively and the necessary troops, ships,
tanks, supplies and other equipment were steadily amassed. Misinformation was deliberately
leaked to the Germans to confuse them over where the landings would actually take place.
Huge portable docking facilities, called “Mulberry harbours,” were prepared for use by Allied
transport ships to unload their cargoes in France. Long flexible pipes, nicknamed “PLUTO” (pipe
lines under the ocean), were designed to carry fuel under the English Channel. The Allies were
ready but had to wait until the weather, tides and phase of the moon were right in order to be
able to attack.
"Fortress Europe"
Successfully establishing a beachhead in occupied France would be a huge challenge for the
Allied forces. The Germans had turned the coast of Europe from the Spanish border to
Scandinavia into a daunting series of defensive positions. Dubbed “Fortress Europe” by Adolf
Hitler, its shores were studded with land mines, barbed wire, concrete bunkers, artillery
batteries, machine-gun nests, anti-tank walls, and thousands of watchful enemy troops.
An Allied defeat on the beaches of Normandy would have been disastrous as there was no way
to safely evacuate troops in large numbers, so huge casualties would be inevitable. If the
landings were successful, however, our forces would finally gain that all-important foothold in

Western Europe and could begin the liberation campaign after years of harsh German
occupation.
On land, by sea and in the air
Allied warplanes helped pave the way for the Normandy landings. They undertook countless
missions attacking coastal defences and lines of transport in occupied Europe in the months
leading up to Operation Overlord. Despite questionable weather conditions, the Allied high
command made the decision to attack on June 6, 1944—a date that has become known in
history as “D-Day.” A massive Allied force would cross the English Channel, heading for an
80-kilometre stretch of the Normandy coast. There were five landing zones assigned to the
forces of different nations: Juno Beach (Canada); Gold Beach (United Kingdom); Sword Beach
(United Kingdom and France); and Utah Beach and Omaha Beach (United States).
Some 7,000 naval vessels of all types, including 284 major combat ships, took part in Operation
Neptune (as the sea-borne assault phase of the D-Day offensive was codenamed). Destroyers
and supporting craft of the Royal Canadian Navy shelled German positions onshore and cleared
sea mines in the approaches to the French beaches. Many Royal Canadian Air Force planes
were among the some 4,000 Allied bombers and 3,700 fighters / fighter bombers that
relentlessly struck at shoreline defences, inland targets and enemy squadrons that day.
Canadian soldiers watching for snipers in Caen. July 10, 1944.
More than 450 members of the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion jumped inland before dawn
on June 6 and were the first of our soldiers to engage the enemy on D-Day. A few hours later,
some 14,000 Canadian troops from the 3rd Canadian Infantry Division and the 2nd Canadian
Armoured Brigade—composed of military units from coast to coast—would begin to come
ashore at Juno Beach. Their mission was to brave heavy fire to establish a foothold along an
eight-kilometre stretch of coastline fronting the villages of Saint-Aubin-sur-Mer,
Bernières-sur-Mer, Courseulles-sur-Mer, and Graye-sur-Mer. Our soldiers would then push
inland towards the city of Caen, an important communications and transport centre.
A hard-won victory
Many Canadian soldiers were young and new to battle, but our infantry and armoured troops
would be thrown into action against some of the best of the German forces in Normandy. The
Canadians successfully captured their shoreline positions at Juno Beach and penetrated the
farthest inland of any of the some 155,000 Allied troops who had landed on June 6, 1944, but
D-Day was only the beginning of the struggle to liberate France. Clashes in the days that
followed badly bloodied our soldiers and they repeatedly found themselves pitted against the
elite 12th SS Panzer Division, manned by fanatical troops under the command of ruthless and
experienced German officers. The first month of fighting was an exercise in grim endurance for
the Canadians as the combat intensified and capturing Caen remained elusive.
The Canadians would bend but not break; however, the memory of the bitter fighting they
encountered in villages like Authie, Buron and Carpiquet would haunt our Veterans for years to
come. Our navy and air force continued to support the campaign as they kept the sea lanes

clear of enemy shipping and swept German warplanes from the skies over Normandy, while
also pounding countless ground targets. Caen finally fell to British and Canadian troops on July
9–10, but the fighting would continue through the choking dust and intense summertime heat
in the countryside south of the city. Canadian troops battled forward despite desperate
struggles at places like Verrières Ridge, which our soldiers helped capture only after multiple
bloody attempts had cost many hundreds of lives, with even more being wounded.
With an American breakout against weakening German troops in western Normandy coming in
early August, the stiff enemy defenses in France finally began to collapse. As the German forces
began to stream eastward away from the surging Allied lines, Canadian troops would be called
on to help close the so-called “Falaise Gap” in mid-August to trap the retreating enemy units. It
would take repeated efforts on a chaotic battlefield, but the pocket would finally be
completely cut off by August 21, resulting in the taking of tens of thousands of desperate
German prisoners. On August 25, 1944, Paris was liberated by the Allies, officially bringing the
Normandy campaign to a close.
Sacrifice
Canadian Nursing Sisters arriving in France during the Battle of Normandy in July 1944.
Victory in the Battle of Normandy came at a terrible cost. The Canadians suffered the highest
casualties of any divisions in the British Army Group during the campaign. Some 359 Canadian
soldiers were killed on D-Day alone, and a total of more than 5,000 of our men would die
during the two-and-a-half-months of fighting in Normandy. Most of these fallen heroes lie
buried in France in the beautiful Bény-sur-Mer Canadian War Cemetery and the
Bretteville-sur-Laize Canadian War Cemetery. Over 13,000 more of our soldiers were wounded
in Normandy, with many suffering injuries to body and mind that they would carry for the rest
of their lives.
Legacy
Normandy was the beginning of 11 months of hard fighting in Northwest Europe. Canadians
would also go on to play an important role in bitter struggles at places like the Scheldt, the
Rhineland and the Netherlands during the Allied offensives that would eventually help defeat
the Germans and see Victory in Europe (V-E) Day declared on May 8, 1945.
Canada’s impressive efforts in the Second World War remain a point of great national pride,
even many decades later. The brave Canadians who came ashore on D-Day and saw action in
the Battle of Normandy were among the more than one million men and women from our
country who served in the cause of peace and freedom during the conflict. Sadly, over 45,000
of them would lose their lives.*
(* Veteran’s Affairs - Canada Remembers Project)

Poppy Store:
- All items that are in the Dominion Poppy Store are available through our own store. The big
difference is WE PAY THE SHIPPING FOR YOU!!! That’s a saving of a minimum of $8 for
you right off the bat! All items are at catalogue pricing.
- We carry a small supply of items in stock for either purchase or display for you to peruse. We
also have the catalogue that lists all items for sale. Check it out!
- Once you have chosen an item you would like to purchase, the volunteer will complete an
invoice that you take to the bar and pay for the item. You bring the receipt back to the volunteer
and either they will give you the item (if it is in our sales stock) or place your item(s) on an order
form and have it ordered in for you . It takes about one week to receive the order back once sent
in. When the order is received, you will be contacted to come pick it up! No shipping charges to
you !
- Happy shopping!
What’s Happening in June:
- 3rd June Friday - Burger and a Beer
- 10th June Friday - ‘Canoe Rockers” play the branch - dance the night away to great music
($5 cover at the door)
- 13th June Monday - 5 pm Executive Meeting
- 26th June Sunday - 1 pm General Meeting (Last one before summer break)
- Saturdays - Meat Draws - PLEASE TAKE NOTE THAT THE MEAT DRAW TIMES
CHANGE FOR SUMMERTIME HOURS OF 3 TO 5 PM.

Coming Special Event in July:
Legion Poker Run (To help the Lytton Legion rebuild!)
The Salmon Arm Legion is participating in a Poker Run
on Saturday, July 9th.
- Aside from giving all participants an opportunity to win one of the
top 3 Poker Hands, 50% of the proceeds with go towards the rebuilding
of the Lytton Legion. The other half will be divided between the top 3
hands at the Salmon Arm branch.
- The entry fee is just $20 per hand. Entrants can purchase as many hands as they wish and also
have an opportunity to participate in a 50/50 draw and win valuable door prizes.
-The other participating Legions include Armstrong, Enderby and
Sicamous.
-Entrants can entrust their entry form to someone else to
complete their playing hand.

-The winning hands will be announced on the evening of the event. As part of our weekend we
have the pleasure to enjoy the music of the band “Re-Liven”. (Joe Rhodes and friends!) $5 cover
at the door.
-Entry forms will be available at the Salmon Arm Legion after June 1st.

Volunteers and Acknowledgments:
- Candy St-Pierre - Candy has volunteered to help out in so many ways when asked to. In the
kitchen cooking and cleaning, meat draws, looking for entertainment to book and generally being
a good Legionnaire!
- Janice Hamilton - Janice has volunteered to help out for the meat draw and to help out on the
Ways and Means for when we finally get additional 50/50 and raffles going to raise funds for
branch needs.
- Sheryl Ward - Sheryl has volunteered for the meat draw and continues to encourage all of us to
be a good Legionnaire
- Bonnie Ward - Bonnie has volunteered for the meat draw and is in the process of helping set up
a possible Canada breakfast.
Thank you to all of our volunteers!
Branch Executive
- President : Harley Belt
- Past President: Harry Welton
- First Vice President: Jane Birnie
- Second Vice President: Dan St-Pierre
- Treasurer: Ingrid Belt
- Service Officer: Shelley Desautels
- Recording Secretary: Ingrid Belt
- Sgt. At Arms: Shawn Desautels
- Padre: Reverend George Fleming
- Executive Directors: Lance Ewan, Rick Ward, Holly Hollihan, Brian Scott,
Dave Cockram, Clarence Wiseman, Shelly Desautels
Committees:
Poppy: Dan St-Pierre
Ways and Means: Ingrid Belt assisted by Janice Hamilton
By-Laws: Clarence Wiseman, Lance Ewan
Communications: Shelley Desautels
Finance Committee: Clarence Wiseman, Ingrid Belt,
Sports - Clarence Wiseman, Brian Scott
Membership: Holly Hollihan
Bursaries: Harry Welton
Sick and Visiting: (We need volunteers to fill this important committee)
Building and Grounds: Brian Scott, Dave Cockram (Includes Gardom
Lake Cabin)

Business Management: Rick Ward, Dan St-Pierre, Joe Rhodes
Cadets / Scouts: Dan St Pierre
Entertainment: - Shelley Desautels, Greg McConnell, Penny Favell (Others to be listed when
membership has been obtained)
(Anyone wanting to volunteer for one of the committees, please contact Harley by
Cell: 250-803-8213 / Email: legion62sa@gmail ; or in person!)

